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A newsletter for customers and friends of IES

VA for 2017!

VisualAnalysis Upgrade News

Our Rename
The schedule for VisualAnalysis slipped a couple months, so the target release is now
landing solidly into 2017. We have been calling the next version 'VisualAnalysis 13’
(logically, with some squeamishness). It is really an arbitrary number, as we used
numerous major upgrades with versions like 2.5, 3.11, and 5.5. Whatever. The new

name is now: VA 1 7

As in 2017. As in not 2016 like we had hoped. But with the amount of effort poured into
this version, it is perhaps appropriate to do the: "One, Two, Skip-A-Few" routine.

Our Time Frame

Development is nearing the day where all features and functionality are complete. And
WE are excited to get it into your hands. Our intention is to do this as soon as possible

so you have an opportunity to direct our finishing touches and tell us where it still
needs fine tuning. The first goal, though, is to avoid wasting your precious time with an
incomplete product, or something unusable! Here is the tentative schedule of events.

VisualAnalysis 17.0 Schedule
December January February March

Alpha Test (10 users), Beta Test #2, Release Official

Beta Test #1 (Soon) Cu(ﬁ(;;nb?ﬁ t')l/'rf;r;)i)ng Candidate Launch

Beta Tests
We will be strongly encouraging all VA customers to participate in the beta testing
process. We will send an announcement when its ready. You will need an active license
for VisualAnalysis 12.0 to participate. The early test is the best opportunity for you to
have a huge impact on the quality of the program for your very specific situation,
projects, and features.

Not much time is required to put VA through its paces and give us your feedback. We

know your time is valuable and you have REAL projects to work on--don't use the beta-
test for those!

Your single hour (early in testing) might save many of hours in frustration, after the
product is released. The beta install will be fast, painless. Your current VA will run
side-by-side with the test VA. Simply keep your test projects separated from production
projects because the file format is changing.
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Feedback will also be made trivially easy with a built-in submission form. Just a few
clicks to tell us what's wrong or right about the product!

Usability Lab - Customer Training
In January, IES is hosting a free customer training class in Bozeman. The primary
purpose is to help customers understand and master VisualAnalysis. The secondary
purpose is to observe customers one-on-one as they interact with the new version. We
hope to learn as much as the attendees!

Your Claim to Fame
Our goal is to make VA 17 the best structural software on the planet--but not for
everyone: just for you! We are listening to your concerns, needs, and ideas. This new
version tries to incorporate the best of VA 12.0 with the ideas and goals customers like
you have expressed. See the Coming Soon teaser-list in this issue.

[back to top]

Hockey in Bozeman
By Garrett Drake, PE Developer in R&D

Ice Time
Monday, June 20th was my favorite day of 2016. Why? The Summer solstice, when the
longest day of the year begs to be spent outside, enjoying the Big Sky country we are
lucky enough to call home. My second favorite day of the year? Monday September
26th, the first day of ice at the hockey rink and the beginning of another season playing
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The new season brings with it a chance to reconnect with my winter family, the
excitement of cheering on our youth and junior teams, and the extra coffee required
the morning after a late night at the rink. This season is going to be especially exciting
for the local ice community as we are expanding our facility from one to two sheets of
ice. Currently our single sheet of ice is booked solid from 6:00 am to midnight, seven
days a week, seven months a year.

Ice Building
Take a few minutes and enjoy the video below, surveying the local ice community and
the amazing work that is being done by the Gallatin Ice Foundation to bring hockey and
other ice related activities to more and more people.

As you look back
on 2016 and forward to 2017, | strongly encourage you to head to your local rink, put
on a pair of skates, and go skating. And hey, you never know, the first day of ice at the
ice rink may just become your favorite day of the year, after the Summer solstice of
course.

[back to top]
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Custom Report Logo

Professional IES Reports with Your Company Logo

Show Your Colors
You may want to show reports from IES products to your clients, or building officials,
and owners. You can give them corporate authority with your company logo.

This feature has been in some of our products for a long time, and others are just
picking it up. Here is the scoop for current products:

ShapeBuilder 7.0-9.0
Drop a "ReportLogo.png” or "ReportLogo.jpg" image in the IES\Customer folder and it
will get used automatically. You can access this normally hidden folder using the
Custom Data button on the HOME tool bar. We may add a preference setting soon, to
make it less mysterious.
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VisualFoundation 7.0
Use the Home |Preferences, Report command to specify an image file.

Quick Products
Use the Options | Preferences, Users command to specify an image file. For best
results use a gray background.

VisualAnalysis 12.0
Sorry, no direct support in the current version. Use File | Save Report As..., and then
insert your logo in MS Word, Excel, or a similar tool. The next upgrade will offer direct
custom logo support, just like in VisualFoundation.

Per Machine
Please note that these changes need to be done on each machine you use. We
recommend putting your image file in a place where it won't get renamed or
deleted...such as the ShapeBuilder location mentioned above.

Image Tips
For best results you want to use an image that is not TOO wide or TOO tall and skinny,
and it should probably have a resolution (number of pixels) corresponding to about 1-2
inches, at 300 dots per inch. Small images will get fuzzy, larger images may hinder
performance.

[back to top]

SE Diversity Project

IES Customers are Creative!

IES Wish List
You may feel like your projects are routing or boring: like a K-Mart building. Yet, most
likely you have also done some very unusual or interesting work!
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Around the world, engineers using IES tools are tasked with making whims and dreams
stand tall, or zig-zag, or bend around obstacles! You make them stand reliably.

At IES, we are constantly suprised by customer projects. But we have likely not seen a
single one of your projects! This makes us very, very sad.

Show & Tell!
We are putting together an online book or video showing the versatility, range, and
achievements of IES customers. Please share your accomplishments with IES and your
peers. Nothing fancy, just an art project.

Simply send a project file or photograph or both! Email it or FedEx it, we don't care
how. Just get it to us.

Tell us as much or as little as you like about the project. Then tell us if you want to
remain anonymous or get credit for your company (or give credit to others involved).
Include photos of people involved and your corporate logo too. Let's make this happen!

Our Goal is 100 Projects!

Kudos & Prizes
To help us reach this goal, IES will offer random prizes of marginal
value to participants (just like Cracker Jack). We will also engrave
your name on a bronze plaque for the cornerstone of our amazing
new headquarters building, if we ever build one.

[back to top]

Coming Soon

Some of the New Features in VA 17

Sneak Peak

Below is a list of some of the new features that will be arriving soon in VisualAnalysis
17. There is actually MUCH more on the way.

Extreme Speed
Area Load Generation: 10x Faster
Analysis in the Background
Design Checks, In-Parallel & Background
DirectX Graphics

+ Report a 100 pages, in Seconds
Intelligent Engineering

¢ Automated Combined Members
Area Sides are Optional
Plate-Element Releases
SJI Virtual Joists
Import DXF Circles, Ellipses, and more
More Model Checks
Design Search offers more Control & Flexibility
Optimize Concrete Slab Reinforcement
Base Shear for Response Analysis
Powerful Capabilities

+ Merge Project Files

e 64-bit (No Memory Limits)

« Drag & Drop Report Creation
Accurate and Precise

« Snap Points for Drawing Elements

« Drag a Line for Plate Moment & Shear

+ Easily Scale all Loads in a Service Case
+ Fewer Clicks for Common Actions

Automatic Named Model Colors
Preview Image for Saved Project Files
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